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As Christians we are all familiar with the verse and concept that we are “salt and light” (Mathew chapter 5) but what does this mean in practice for those of us who work in schools?
I became a teacher because “education floats my boat”, education/learning and all that this entails excites me, whether this is a youngster who achieves 5 “A” s at Higher and heads off to university or a youngster with complex needs who learns to sign and so can communicate. 
As a Christian, I bring the presence of Christ into the place where I walk and talk. Some of us, in school, are in the position to overtly share our faith e.g. running SU groups (or other Christian groups), attending a school prayer meeting are two examples but this isn’t possible for all of us. We are salt and light in places where we spend time, in relationships that we have. We would hope to be a positive influence sharing the love of Jesus. 
However, the title of this blog is “Salt hinders decay” so “How can I be salt?”  “What decay am I hindering?” are the questions that come to mind.
As Christians, this is a debate in itself! We know that society is changing and that our Judeo-Christian history and values are being challenged. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I listened to a debate over the Christmas holidays between two mature Christians about the challenge of secular society, the “decay” of our Judeo-Christian heritage and influence. They went on to speak about “being salt” in school and in school- based Christian activity. (Let’s call them Sally and Anne); the conversation went like this:
Sally: “Children will know that we are Christians because we have Jesus in us, they will sense the love of Jesus.”
Anne: “Lots of people are nice and kind”.
Sally: “We can explain to children what Christian values are, we can be open about that even if we can’t openly preach the gospel”.
Anne: “But that’s just it, lots of people in school and in general tell children about good values”.
I personally don’t have an answer to the questions that I posed. 
What I do know is that for thirty years I worked in education, I viewed this as a vocation (yes, an old-fashioned word). Sometimes, friends accused me (very kindly) of being a workaholic; they were right at times! However, I prayed about every job that I applied for, I prayed for my school, for my classes and at times for individual children and families.
Did I make a difference? I think that I did, and I will certainly find out in heaven.
Let me finish with a story. I was in a large department store and a very well-groomed lady approached and said “Mrs …….”, I didn’t recognise her. She then went on to say, “Do you know what a difference you made to my child’s life?”
To me, she had been a parent, her child had required support. I had supported her child to the best of my ability and resources, staff from my department had supported her child. We had worked together.
When reflecting on this blog, I looked for British research on the influence of teachers upon children and young people.  Cambridge University published an article entitled “Encouragement from teachers has greatest influence on disadvantaged children” (March 2017).
 https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/encouragement-from-teachers-has-greatest-influence-on-less-advantaged-children
As a teacher, I would hope to encourage all children and young people, as well as those around me.
But to return to one the original questions: have I hindered decay?  I have made positive interventions in the lives of children, and so families. I have prayed for colleagues, I have supported colleagues. I have tried to be salt and light in my professional life as do so many of us. I’d like to finish by reflecting on part of the Lord’s Prayer “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven”. We believe as Christians that we do make a difference as we play our part in seeing God’s kingdom come.
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