A child with epecial educational needs (SEM) may
provide some challenges o your group. [tis therefora
essential that you are well prepared for your kessons
and that you have carefully thought about how to
include gll the children. You may need o meake
some changes to your existing programme to make
it accessibde for everyonea.

Akey principle bo coneidar i that, as with all children
in your church, each child is an individual and will
have different needs, strengths and weaknesees.
It is important that you get to know the children you
te=ch &3 well as possible and that you make an effort
to build & relatonship with tham.

In terms of the lesson ==l you may need to consider
the following:

= A child with SEM may need to have an additional
adult to support them.

« Consider the environment in which you teach and
try to eliminate potential distractions. Where you
are seated and whers the children ara seated, tha
temperature of the room and noise leveals all sffect
the sense of calm and orderiness of the class.

* Think aboart the class size and ratio of adults o
childrem.

* [t may b= approgriate, at times, for a troukded or
disruptive child io be accompanied by an adult
and fo be moved away from the group to a quiset
area. Here they can engage in something related
to the lesson which is calming and quiet.

* Use clear and child appropriats languags.

* When giving inatructions; fall them to the whola
group, demonstrate, then check that the child with
SEM understands what needs to hagppen.

* Balance the amount of open ended and closed
questions you ask.

* Be careful of rhetorical guestions; the child with
SEM will wiant to answer tham.

* If a child wanis to ask too many questions, which
may distract from the lesson, tell them that for
now we are going to listen and thak later youw will
come back to thaeir guestions. Make sure that
you do spend some individual time with the
child going through their guastions. You maw
fimd that by the time yvou go back to them
questions have either besn answersd or fon
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or they are mot that important anymore.

Break up your lesson into different sections;
ghort, sharp sectons work best as this keeps
children engaged and therefore able to manage
their behawviour.

Children with SEM like structure and routines; you
may ke to atar the session with the same song
or greating time or keep the structure the same
each week. For example; start with & song, a
recap from last weaek, & short introduction to the
naw besson, a song, the Bible story, & craft, the
application and then a game for consalidation and
further applcation.

Use repeatition (chants or songs with simple tunes
to teach main Bible truths).

Use lots of different kinds of aids to teach your
lesson (movement, péctures, multimedia, props,
music, textures, drama, efc.). Consider different
learning styles.

Use simple pictures (too much deteil can be
distracting).

Think about how much reading and writing you
are expacting the children to do; too much may
cause the child with SEM to become amndous and
distressad about failing.

On workshests, consider making them accessibla
by asking children fo draw some of the answers,
rather than write them. If there is a lot of writing
or reading required, pair up the SEM child with an
adult or with a more able peer. You can also write
the answers on a board for them to copy down.

Children with SENM may find it more difficult to
think about application as this requires them to
put themselves into a situation which is, at times,
hard to do.

For & child whao is non-verbal, find out what their
communication is from parents and try to use
these as much &= possible in your lessons and
interaction (Makaton or BSL signing, eye gazes,
cormmunication switch boxes, symbols, photos,
pictures, objects of referance, etch
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