Psalm 8: Wonder at the World Around Us
A National Poetry Day 2026 teaching resource linked to Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence
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Designed for approximately First/Second Level learners (adaptable for P3–P7).
At a glance
	National Poetry Day
	Thursday 1 October 2026 — theme: Wonder

	Core text
	Psalm 8 — child-friendly retelling

	Suggested time
	60–90 minutes, or two shorter lessons

	Main curricular areas
	Literacy and English; RME; Health and Wellbeing; Sciences; Expressive Arts

	Big question
	How can a poem help us wonder about the world — and our place in it?


Why Psalm 8 works for National Poetry Day
Psalm 8 is especially accessible for the theme “Wonder”. The speaker looks beyond everyday life to the heavens, moon and stars, then asks a big question about human beings and our place in creation. The poem moves between awe, curiosity, identity and responsibility.
Curriculum for Excellence connections
Suggested connections are below; schools should select the Experiences and Outcomes and Benchmarks that best match their learners and local planning.
	Area / level
	Relevant CfE connection
	How learners demonstrate it

	Literacy & English — Second Level
	LIT 2-04a, LIT 2-06a, LIT 2-07a, LIT 2-09a
	Listen/read closely, identify ideas, infer meaning, ask questions and discuss interpretations.

	Literacy across learning — Second Level
	LIT 2-20a, LIT 2-22a
	Choose purpose and audience; use vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation.

	Literacy & English — Second Level
	ENG 2-31a
	Create poetry using appropriate structure, imagery and other poetic techniques.

	RME — Second Level
	RME 2-09a / RME 2-09b
	Explore Christian beliefs and values and recognise diversity of religious and other beliefs.

	Sciences — Planet Earth / Biodiversity
	Relevant local Es&Os depending on planning
	Observe the sky and living world; ask questions about the natural environment and humanity’s relationship with it.

	Four capacities
	All four capacities
	Think creatively, communicate, collaborate, reflect and consider responsibility.


Learning intentions
To experience Psalm 8 as poetry and identify images that create a sense of wonder.
To explore how poets use questions, repetition, imagery and comparison to communicate big ideas.
To discuss the Christian perspective in Psalm 8 respectfully and recognise that readers may interpret the poem differently.
To create a poem about something in the natural world that causes wonder.
To consider the idea that people have responsibilities towards other living things and the world around us.
Success criteria — child-friendly
I can find an image in the poem and explain what it makes me picture.
I can identify a question in the poem and explain why the poet might ask it.
I can describe how one word or phrase creates a feeling of wonder.
I can use imagery and at least two poetic techniques in my own poem.
I can share an idea respectfully, even when someone else interprets the poem differently.


Psalm 8 — A Child-Friendly Retelling
This is an original, child-friendly retelling inspired by Psalm 8. It is not a quotation from a particular Bible translation. Teachers can compare it with the Psalm 8 translation normally used in their school.
How amazing is your name across the whole earth!
You have placed your glory above the heavens.
Even from the mouths of children
comes a song of praise.
When I look at the sky, the moon and the stars,
I wonder: why do you care so much about people?
You made us a little lower than the heavenly beings,
and you have given us a special place in your world.
You trust us with the animals:
the creatures of the land, the birds of the air,
and the fish that swim through the seas.
Everything around us carries a reminder of your greatness.
How amazing is your name across the whole earth!

Bible reference: Psalm 8. Key images include the heavens, moon, stars, children, human beings, animals, birds and sea creatures.
Lesson sequence
	Time
	Stage
	Teacher moves
	Learner activity

	5 min
	Wonder warm-up
	Display an image of the night sky. Ask: What makes you stop and look? What questions does the sky make you wonder about?
	Think-pair-share; create a wonder-word bank.

	10 min
	First reading
	Read the retelling aloud twice. First: simply listen. Second: notice one image, sound or question.
	Choose a line and explain what it makes them picture or wonder about.

	10 min
	Poetry detectives
	Model the repeated opening/closing line. Explore the big question about people and the sequence of sky → people → animals.
	Annotate: ⭐ wonder, ? big question, 👀 image, 🔁 repetition.

	10 min
	RME discussion
	Explain that Psalm 8 is a Christian poem of praise and wonder. Discuss the idea of human place and responsibility without requiring personal belief.
	Discuss: What might “our place in the world” mean? What responsibilities might people have?

	15–20 min
	Create
	Model a short nature poem beginning with observation and moving to a question. Encourage sensory details and a surprising comparison.
	Write a 6–10 line Wonder Poem.

	10 min
	Performance
	Invite paired or individual performances. Audience listens for one effective image and one moment that creates wonder.
	Read/perform; give kind, specific feedback.

	5 min
	Exit ticket
	Ask: “Something in the world I now notice differently is…”
	Complete and share if comfortable.


Poetry techniques to teach
	Technique
	Child-friendly explanation
	Psalm 8 starting point

	Imagery
	Words that help the reader see, hear, feel or imagine something.
	the moon and stars; birds; fish; the sea

	Rhetorical question
	A question asked to make us think rather than simply to get an answer.
	“Why do you care so much about people?”

	Repetition
	Repeating a word or line to make an idea important or memorable.
	“How amazing is your name…” frames the poem

	Listing
	Several related things are named to build a picture or sense of scale.
	land animals, birds and fish

	Contrast
	Putting different ideas beside each other can make both stand out.
	huge heavens beside human beings

	Line break
	Where a line ends can affect pace, emphasis and meaning.
	Give important images space on the page




Pupil activity sheet: Psalm 8 Poetry Detectives
Psalm 8 

Name: ______________________________________________________________   Date: __________________
1. Find an image from the poem that makes you picture something clearly: ______________________________________
2. What can you see in your imagination? _________________________________________________________________
3. Find the big question in the poem. Why do you think the poet asks it? ______________________________________
4. Find one example of repetition. What effect does it have? _________________________________________________
5. Which part of nature is named in the poem that you find most interesting? Why? ______________________________
6. What might the poem suggest about the place of human beings in the world? _________________________________
7. What responsibility might people have towards animals or the natural world? _________________________________
8. Write your own “wonder question”: _____________________________________________________________________
Pupil writing frame: My Wonder Poem
Choose something in the natural world: the moon, stars, rain, a river, a tree, an animal, the sea, wind, clouds or something else.
I look at ________________________________
I notice __________________________________
I can hear / see / feel _____________________
It is like __________________________________
How can __________________________________?
I wonder __________________________________
Perhaps ___________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Challenge: use repetition, a rhetorical question, one metaphor or simile, and a deliberate line break.
Differentiation & inclusion
Support: use photographs or real objects, provide a nature word bank, rehearse ideas orally, use sentence starters, allow drawing before writing, or use speech-to-text.
Core: write 6–10 lines and use at least two poetic techniques.
Challenge: write without the frame and create a deliberate structure that moves from observation to a big question or reflection.
Communication needs: allow paired reading, recorded performance, or visual poetry with images and labels.
Religious diversity: present Psalm 8 as a Christian text. Learners may respond from a Christian, another religious, or non-religious perspective; no pupil should be required to make a personal faith statement.
Additional support needs: reduce the writing demand, pre-teach vocabulary such as heavens, glory, creatures, responsibility and wonder, and accept oral responses.
Cross-curricular opportunities
Sciences: observe the moon, stars, weather, local wildlife or biodiversity; make a class “What do we wonder?” chart.
Expressive Arts: create a soundscape for the poem using voices, percussion or found sounds.
Art & Design: make a “Psalm 8 night sky” artwork using layered textures and words from the poem.
Health & Wellbeing: discuss belonging, identity and how caring for the natural environment can support wellbeing.
Outdoor learning: take pupils outside to collect sensory observations, then turn them into poetic lines.
Digital learning: create a collaborative digital class poem or audio recording of the final performances.
Assessment opportunities
Understanding: explains an image, question or repeated line using evidence.
Poetry craft: uses imagery, repetition, question, listing or line breaks deliberately.
Listening & talking: responds to another interpretation and gives a reason for their own.
RME reflection: recognises the Christian context and respects diverse responses.
Environmental thinking: identifies a possible human responsibility towards other living things.
Optional extension: The Psalm 8 Wonder Wall
Create four headings: LOOK, HEAR, WONDER, CARE. Pupils add observations, questions and ideas about responsibility. At the end of the week, turn selected contributions into a collaborative class poem.
Teacher notes & sources
Education Scotland: Curriculum for Excellence, Experiences and Outcomes; Benchmarks; Curriculum principles and practice; Literacy and English; Religious and Moral Education. National Poetry Day: Forward Arts Foundation, 2026. The pupil poem is an original teacher-created retelling inspired by Psalm 8 and is not presented as a Bible translation. If you use a published Bible translation, follow that edition’s copyright/permission requirements.
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